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I sit to write this letter; I still
visualize images of the devastation recently wrought by Hurricane
Katrina. One of the largest national
disasters in U.S. history has left the
nation emotionally battered and
physically bruised, and it will take
a resolute and sustained effort to
rebuild lives and dreams.
Even though Michigan is a halfcountry away, we have occasion to
feel great pride in the local response
of the Law School community. I am
relieved to report that, to the best
of our knowledge, no member of
the Law School student body, faculty,
staff, or their immediate families
suffered personal injury in the storm,
though unfortunately a few have likely
sustained serious damage to their
homes, and surely some alumni have
suffered significant losses as well. But
as it has done so often in the past, the
Michigan Law School community is
rising to the occasion to assist in the
ongoing recovery efforts.
As early as two days after the
hurricane hit, indeed even before
our students returned to Ann Arbor
to begin the fall semester; student
leaders in itiated various disaster relief
efforts to assist those in dire need
in the devastated Gulf Coast region.
Those volunteer efforts continue
and have expanded today. And the
Law School has opened its own
doors to displaced law students
from New Orleans area law schools;
nine upperclass Tulane and Loyola
of New Orleans law students who
have connections either to the
State or University of Michigan have
enrolled as visiting students for the fall
semester: Our full-time students and

faculty have welcomed and embraced
them, helping them transition and
reserving spots in both study groups
and bowling teams. Many of our
alumni have contacted us to ask if
they can pitch in, for example offering
places for these new students to stay.
The depth of our students' compassion is perhaps best illustrated by their
willingness to pool football tickets for
the New Orleans transplants. And
we are still exploring ways in which
students might provide legal or other
services to the rebuilding effort during
upcoming session breaks or the
summer:
All of this charitable activity is
fully consistent with the finest and
deepest traditions of this institution.
The Law School and the lawyers it
has nurtured and trained have always
embraced an ethic of public-spiritedness. As the devastation wrought by
Hurricane Katrina became better
known, many of you contacted the
Law School to offer support and
assistance, and I shared with you
the e-mail I sent to students noting
that no member of the Law School
community had been injured in the
storm and expressing the School's
pride in the relief efforts students
were initiating. Among the many
responses was this one from Stanley
Lubin, '66, in Texas, where so many
storm victims are finding temporary
care and shelter: "I am more proud
than ever to be an alum of Michigan
Law," said Lubin, who also noted that
"my partner and I have offered the
free use of our Dallas office to one
or two displaced attorneys for as long
as they need it I have not forgotten
what I learned at Michigan over and

above how to be a lawyer:"
In a timely tribute to this tradition,
this issue of Law Quadrangle Notes
provides a special focus on the myriad
ways in which the Law School and its
alumni have been and remain national
leaders in using legal talents to serve
the interests of the profession and
the public at large.The heartwarming
response to Katrina's devastation is
just one local chapter in a storied
history of compassion and commitment to the betterment of society.
Those who practice law, like those
who practice medicine, have long
been understood to take on certain
obligations of service to the profession and public. Just as the physician is
obliged first to do no harm, even the
lawyer zealously representing a private
client is obliged to remember that
he is an officer of the court and that
legal representation takes place within
a larger public realm.This is why bar
associations make clear that lawyers
have a duty to use their license and
talents to serve the public in some
way - whether by serving the bar
itself, by representing the public
through positions in government, or
perhaps by serving underrepresented
clients. From its inception, this Law
School has encouraged and trained its
faculty and students to be generous in
the time and energy they devote to
serving the profession and the public.
We do so by instilling the values of
community and social responsibility
and commitment, by training students
to acquire unsurpassed legal skills,
and by providing resources, networks,
funds, and other assistance to offer
opportunities to use what we teach.
The steady decline in our public
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funding - now down to just over 2%
of our operating budget - in no way
has diluted this longstanding publ icoriented commitment.
The varieties of such service are
virtually limitless, and we explore
many in the fo llowing pages.To
foreshadow just a few, Professor Joe
Vining describes his 18-month service
as a grand juror, a fundamental duty of
citizenship.The Voting Rights Initiative,
a new student-initiated and nonpart isan project, will help lawmakers and
researchers make important decisions
as the momentous time for re-authorizing major portions of the Voting
Rights Act draws near. Professor Larry
Waggoner, '64, has been active in
legal reform for more than 20 years,
and many professors have kept their
lawyering muscles in shape by periodically returning to the courtroom
to try cases, enjoying experiences
that in turn enrich their teaching and
research.
The Law School also has a proud
tradition of sending faculty and
students into government, in both
Republican and Democratic administrations. I myself served in the
Department of Justice as a deputy
assistant attorney general in the
Office of Legal Counsel during the
closing year of the Clinton administration, and adjunct Professor Joan
Larsen promptly took my place in the
opening years of the Bush administration. Professor Tom Kauper, '60,
twice served under President Richard
Nixon, first in the Office of Legal
Counsel and then as assistant attorney
general in charge of the Antitrust
Division. Associate Professor Michael
S. Barr, on the other hand, served in
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the Treasury Department and the
White House under President Bill
Clinton. Many others on our faculty
have served with distinction in various
other capacities.
In the end, each of us may have a
different vision of the interests of the
profession and of the public at large.
The Law School's primary mission,
of course, is to assist students in
becoming outstanding young lawyers
with outstanding legal skills with which
to advance their clients' interests.
But, especially as a public institution,
the School should also remind our
students that lawyers practice in a
public arena, and that their license to
practice comes with an obligation_to
serve the profession and the public
good, however defined. And there is
no better time to remind us all than
the present.
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